
Alcohols
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Homologous series of organic compounds with general formula CNH2N+1OH with a 
functional group (OH)

Alcohols are volatile liquids at room temperature and pressure.

Alcohols are soluble in water.

Physical properties of alcohols:

Uses of alcohols:

1. Use as a solvent.

2. Use as a fuel ( consider as a cleaner fuel than petrol as it produces less pollutants )

Manufacturing of Alcohol (ethanol):

Hydration of ethene

Fermentation

Reaction Conditions 
1) Phosphoric (V) acid catalyst  H3PO4 

2) 300 oC 

3) 60 atmospheric pressure 

C2H4 + H2O           C2H5OH 

C3H6 + H2O             C3H7OH 

Addition of steam:
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1) Glucose dissolved in H2O, yeast added and mixture put in fermentation jar 

2) Temp set 37C for optimum enzyme activity 

 

 

Fermentation
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