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Carboxylic acids react with alcohols to form Esters and process is called as esterification.

Drawing and naming esters  

• Write the structural formula of the carboxylic acid first 

• Write the formula of the alcohol beside the acid with OH on the left 

side 
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Sulfuric acid is used as a catalyst in esterification.

Isomers of Esters: Esters have isomers example methyl butanoate and butyl methanoate are isomers 

of each other.

Conditions for making esters
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